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A Word from the Weiss

Also—everyone at the
altar will wash their
hands before preparing
the altar for Commun-
ion.

Episcopal folks try to
be balanced in all
things, and in that
spirit, I offer the
following suggestions.

Sharing in Worship
without
Spreading Germs

Particularly because
of the N1H1 (“swine
flu”) virus, there’s
been quite a bit
written recently
about how faithful
folks can share in
worship without

In general, it helps to:

« wash hands
During the Peace, regularly;
nod or wave instead

of shaking hands or

» sneeze or cough
into the inside of

spreading germs. hugging. your elbow.

On the one hand, Of course, it never
we can avoid all During the hurts to say, “God
human contact; Eucharist bless you!”

on the other, we can
spread germs with
abandon.

dip the bread into,
rather than drinking
from, the cup.

See you in church!

THE PARISH POST

MINISTRY
FAIR

Sunday,
October 4

OUTREACH SUNDAY — OCTOBER 25

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. .
As our Outreach Committee has chosen the
Washington Women’s Shelter as our focus again
this year, we will have representatives from WWS
speak during worship and offer an age-appropriate
lesson during Sunday School. This is an important
day to learn more about this ministry and the
variety of ways that we can support it!

Waiien's
afielter, .

At the Oktoberfest,
we passed out many
invitations to our
Ministry Fair. This
is a great day for St.
Thomas folks not
only to learn about
what’s happening in
our community, but
also to welcome
newcomers. If you
have friends who
might be looking for
a church, encourage
them to come this
day! We’'ll have:

e Information about
St. Thomas
activities

e Refreshments

« Games for the
kids

e Prizes!



WOMEN OF ST. THOMAS LUNCH

On Saturday, October 3,
at Noon, our Church
Ladies will gather for fine
dining and deep conversation
at Max and Erma’s.

RSVP to Michelle Liucarelli
at 724-942-0719.

This month’s topic:

Which is scarier,

Youth Group leads LAUNDRY DRIVE for Outreach Sunday

Throughout October, our young
people are encouraged to scrape
together their allowance, or do odd
jobs for a little money, to purchase
items for a Washington Women’s
Shelter LAUNDRY DRIVE.

(Of course, all St. Thomas folks can
contribute!)

The Shelter is always in need of
laundry soap, stain remover, and
dryer sheets for those they serve.

A collection box will be in the back
of the church, and our youth will
present our items to our WWS
guests on October 25.

After Coffee Hour that Sunday,
our Youth Group will gather for a
BONFIRE at the Turney home!

“DIGGING DEEPER” STARTS OCTORER 14

Starting this month, on
2nd and 4th Wednesdays
at 7:00 p.m.., St. Thomas
adults are invited to
“Digging Deeper”,

a Bible Study based on the
Serendipity series.

This is an established
approach which offers a safe,
comfortable way for folks to
grow in faith individually and
together!

We'll begin with a 7-week
group exploring some familiar
tales from Mark, the earliest
Gospel. Attending all
sessions helps, but is not
required.

Bibles provided! Just show
up with an open heart and an
open mind.

Please register by calling the
church office.

Looking forward to this time
together!




VESTRY HGHUIGHTS

» Increased membership, along with reduced spending, have allowed us to draw less from our
endowment funds than anticipated. We will invite Joel Newcomb, our financial advisor from
Morgan Stanley, to our November meeting to get an update re: the endowment.

« Fr. Chuck announced that he has chosen not to return to St. Edmund’s Academy this fall.

« Pam Gardner and Bob Senay are our Diocesan Convention deputies; Michelle Lucarelli and
Betsy Carey are our alternates.

«  We are exploring appropriate signage around the church to address potential liabilities and,
at the same time, continue to be a welcoming presence.

DIOCESAN AND NATIONAL NEWS

More info at:

episcopalpgh.org

episcopalchurch.org

Diocesan Convention is set for October 16-17 at Trinity Cathedral.

Bishop Kenneth L. Price, Jr., from the Diocese of Southern Ohio,
has been nominated as our Provisional Bishop; delegates will vote
on this choice at Convention.

Fr. Dick Pollard (who filled in at St. Thomas not long ago) is
exploring starting a new Episcopal church in Washington County.
Diocesan leaders have given initial approval to this plan.

Bishop Prince Singh of the Diocese of Rochester, faith leaders,
members of Congress, and others gathered in prayer "to call for an
end to hateful rhetoric in immigration debate”.

Episcopal priest Michael Bamberger helped fight fires in Sierra
Madre.

Piecemakers quilting ministry in Florida serves wounded
veterans.

HOLY HUMOR!




Notes from the Church Mouse!
é Hi everyone, it’s me again...... Wow, your Coffee Chats are

“{r Hanpy Birthday! getting long! Had to wait quite a while for a snack; must
E:{ have had a lot to talk about......Heard the Women’s Lunch
had eight folks chatting away. Atria’s is a good distance
" #$ from my mouse hole, though, and I missed the 11:15 bus—
% & #" I mean, purse...... Couldn’t make the
Canon House service this month, and

: $) didn’t get any of Rita’s carrot cake.
| $) Wow—she baked that after getting out of
C o the hospital ten days before!......Lots of
talk about something called
L] * $+ “Oktoberfest”— and about St. Thomas
$ getting a BUBBLE MACHINE for their booth. I love
’ bubbles! I got squeaky clean—after getting my fill of
- - /# carnival food dropped by the booth. Saw lots of smiling St.
Thomas folks in their team t-shirts, passing out bubbles
SGssg B nntoeriary and info about the church. (Did Chuck and Pam spend the

weekend there??)......Hey—I really like that Bishop
Johnson guy! He’s super friendly—and when he comes,
you have a feast! I haven’t seen that many people, and
that much good food, in a long time. It was nice that you

threw a party for Jenn, Daniel, and Nickolas, who got
_ 0O 1 #$ Confirmed.

Well, see you around (but you won’t see me!),
TOM
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